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PUBLIC INTEREST ENERGY RESEARCH – Environmental Research Area 

 
 
Release Date: December 8th, 2008 
 
Proposal Due Date: January 28th, 2009 at 4:00 p.m. Pacific Standard Time 
 
Purpose: 
The purpose of this solicitation is to select the Applicants best qualified to carry out 
public interest research on the interaction of energy and the environment in California. 
The goal of the Public Interest Energy Research Environmental Research Area (PIER-
EA) is to develop cost-effective approaches to evaluating and resolving the 
environmental effects of energy production, delivery and use in California.  Each of the 
four research topics covered in this solicitation represents a major variable in the overall 
picture of environmentally focused energy research in a California context. Research 
funded by this solicitation will contribute toward a more comprehensive understanding of 
the relationship between energy generation and distribution and its impact on 
California’s environment. 
 
 
Eligible Projects: 
Proposals should reflect a comprehensive understanding of the current state of science 
in the chosen field of research. Successful proposals should clearly describe the 
research approach proposed for their project and demonstrate how they can build upon 
and improve the existing body of work, including previous PIER-funded research, and 
clearly state what their contributions will be to advancing science.  
 
 
 
Solicitation Research Topics 
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Research Topic 1: Air Quality  
Research Topic 2: Aquatic Resources  
Research Topic 3: Terrestrial Resources 
Research Topic 4: Community Scale Energy Research  
 
Please refer to Exhibits A-1 through A-4 of the Application Manual for further information 
and the scope of work for each Research Topic. Proposals will be evaluated and scored 
on their scientific value, demonstrated expertise and ability of the research team based 
upon by publications and past research, the cost merits of the proposal, and other 
factors specified in the Application Manual. Each proposal must relate to only one of the 
four research topic areas. 
 
 
 
Eligible Applicants: 
This is an open solicitation seeking proposals from public and private entities and 
individuals actively involved in energy and environmental research. To be eligible, 
Applicants must present a team with demonstrated capabilities in successful completion 
of research projects. 
 
 Each proposal must identify a Principal Investigator.  A person may only serve as a 
Principal Investigator in one proposal per topic area.  There are no other restrictions on 
the number of proposals that can be submitted.  This means, for example, that a 
business, university, national lab, or other organization could submit one proposal to 
each topic area using the same Principal Investigator and/or could submit multiple 
proposals to the same topic area using different Principal Investigators. 
 
For purposes of this solicitation, a Principal Investigator is an employee who has the 
qualifications and appropriate level of authority and responsibility within an organization 
to lead the proposed research.  The Energy Commission through the scoring committee 
reserves the right in its sole discretion to determine whether a person is appropriately 
listed as the Principal Investigator.   
 
Regardless of whether Bidders submit one proposal in separate topic areas with the 
same Principal Investigator or multiple proposals within the same topic area with 
different Principal Investigators, each proposal must be submitted separately, adhering 
to all the requirements contained in the Application Manual. 
 
California business entities as well as non-California business entities conducting 
intrastate business in California are required to register and be in good standing with the 
California Secretary of State to enter into an Agreement with the Energy Commission. If 
not currently registered with the California Secretary of State, Applicants are 
encouraged to contact the Secretary of State’s Office as soon as possible to avoid 
potential delays in beginning the proposed project if your application is successful. For 
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more information, contact the Secretary of State’s Office via their website at 
www.sos.ca.gov. 
 
Funding Information: 
A total of up to $4,250,000.00 for the four research topics is available to fund projects 
under this competitive solicitation. Funding for this solicitation originates from the 
Energy Commission’s 2007/08 and from the 2008/09 PIER Electricity Research 
Program. Match funding is strongly encouraged but only required for Research Topic 2. 
 
The Energy Commission reserves the right to condition, modify, or otherwise limit any 
and all PIER funding contained in and awarded pursuant to this solicitation. 
 
Research Topic 1: Air Quality ($500,000) (Proposals may request up to $500,000) 
Research Topic 2: Aquatic Resources ($1,000,000) (Proposals may request between 

$100,000 and $500,000) 
Research Topic 3: Terrestrial Resources ($2,250,000) (Proposals may request 

between $100,000 and $750,000) 
Research Topic 4: Community Scale Energy Research ($500,000) (Proposal may 

request between $75,000 and $500,000) 
  
 
Schedule of Proposal and Award Process: 
Please see the full Application Package for more information. 

 
 

Release of Program Opportunity Notice December 8, 2008 
Proposal Workshop 
(via in-person participation, teleconference 
and WebEx) 

 
January 6, 2009 
 

Deadline to Submit Questions January 7, 2009 
Post Questions and Answers to Website January 14, 2009 
Deadline to Submit Proposals January 28, 2009 4:00 p.m. PST 
Interview Applicants (if necessary) Estimated week of  February 16, 

2009 
Post Notice of Proposed Award Estimated March 9, 2009 
Approval of Awards at Energy 
Commission Business Meeting 

Estimated June-July 2009 

 
 
 

Availability of Solicitation Documents and Information: 
This solicitation and all supporting documents and forms can be found at 
http://www.energy.ca.gov/contracts/index.html under “Current Solicitations.” Interested 
parties may also register on the electronic mailing list on this webpage to receive 
notifications related to this solicitation. 
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For those parties without internet access, copies of solicitation documents and 
information can be obtained by contacting: 
 
 

Sandra Fromm 
Energy Systems Research 

California Energy Commission 
1516 Ninth Street, MS-43 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Telephone: (916) 653-9355 
Fax: (916) 654-4872 

Email: sfromm@energy.state.ca.us 
 
 
 

 
In addition, you may request to be added to the California Energy Commission mailing 
notification list to receive information regarding this solicitation. 
 
 
 
 


